THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
decessors in the religious field have been repeated
and are repeated now, and I think I can see such
characters as Torquemada, Topcliffe, and Praise-
God Barebones, all rolled up together under the
genial personality of the right hon. gentleman
die Member for Paisley [Mr. Asquith] or the
more austere embodiment of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer. They rival, and, although
their methods are not quite the same, they, if
anything, exceed the enthusiasm and fanaticism
of the past. No inquisitor, no zealot of the
Synod of Dort, no supra-lapsarian Cameraman
Minister has shown more fury in defence of
orthodoxy, and, with regard to these particular
taxes, they used a ruthless syllogism. " The
Import Duties are heterodox ; heterodoxy has
to be put down ; therefore these taxes must be
put down." And considerations of trade, con-
siderations of revenue, and considerations of the
men they displaced are nothing, because this
dogma bears them down.
Nay, I will go further, I think they act in the
spirit of a privileged theocracy. Hon. members
may have heard of one test of religious ortho-
doxy being
" quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus"
That cannot apply to the dogma of free imports.
It is not held everywhere ; it is not held by all;
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